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BOYING AND MIYED MARTIAL ARTS

CHAPTER 72
H.B. 2263
AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 5-221, 5-222, 5-224, 5-295 8, 5-282, 5-233 AND 5236,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Avizona.
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Gection 1. Section 5-221, Arizona Revised Statutes, 18 amended 10 read:

§ B5-221. Definitions
In this article, unless the eomeyf' otherwise requires:

1. “Boxing” means the act-of attack and defense with the flSt&;, using padded p’tovw, that
is pl acticed as a sport.- Where applicable, boxing ineludes kickboxing.

““Commission” meanq the Arizona state boxing snd mixed martial arts. commission.

8‘ “Contest” means any boxing or mmed martiai arts ’bmﬁ, evem, centes;u, mateh or
exhibition between two persons: : , TSR ‘

4. “Department” means the Arizona deﬁa}*tmeﬁt of racing.
5. “Director” means the. dﬂ"ecter of the. Anzona department of racing..
6. “Executive dwector” meemc the: exeeumve du'ector of the eommlsqmn

T “Kmkb@mng” “means a form of ‘boymg, mc}udma .muay thai. nmﬂsu?nt to. r‘ule% and
regulations of the United States muay thai. association as adapted-by the commissien or
another muay thai sanctioning body that is: approved by the commls 1011 in which blows. are
delivered with any part of the arm below the mhouldei" mcludmg the hand and any pavh of the
leg below the hip, mc}udmg the ﬂmt ’

8 “Mlyed martial arts” means any form of eompetltmn or ‘cont contest o‘rher than boj{mg or
kickboxing, in which blows are delivered and in swhich the Lompetltom use any combination of

,taatms including: boxm@;, Wresﬂmq? vtmkmm, kicking, martial artg fmd subml sion “achniques:

"‘Profespmﬂa?’ means. afy person who competes for‘any money prlze or a prize that
mceeds the value of th}rty—fwe dollars or. teaches or pm*sueu or assists in the pra actice of

‘boymg or mixed martial arts as a meam of motammg a hvehhood or pecumary ‘gain.

10. “Tough man contes“’, means .- any boxing matf:h consmtmg of ‘one minute Tounds,
between two. Or more persons who use their handu, Wﬂamng padded gloves that W{ﬂgh notless
than at least twelve ounces, or. their feet, or both, in any manner. “Tough man contest does
not include k}dfbomng or any recoo”mzad mar’ma? arts. competmon , ‘

Sec 2 Section R-~222 Aﬂzona ?iemsed szstatutes is dmended to: 1ea,d

’é* 3-222 Ap@hsafmﬂ of ‘ﬁng ﬁnamew' ﬁ“ﬁﬁi’iﬁ@ﬁ

‘A, This chapter does not appiy to any. amateur hoxing or mzxed marmaé afts ‘contest

ﬁan&ucteo bv e&{;&;@;@p&tedrmob% the following &%@bﬁ%@%@—%@?@'a@%@%@%@ﬂ%

- Anyschool, community- caﬂege coﬂege or: university or an association or owgamzatmﬁ
composbd exclusively of  schools, community colleges, colleges or - universities “when ‘each
contestant is-a student enrolled in 3 school, community college, college or university. - As used
in this section, “school, community -college, co’ﬂnge or umvelﬂsny” means every school,
community coﬂege college or university and every other school, community college, college or
university determined by the state board of education, community college districts as defined.
in section 16-1401 or the Arizons board of regents to be mamtamed pmmamly 107" chﬁ g"wmg
of generai academic education.

2. A government unit or ageney of the Umted State%, e% Thxs ma‘te &n&t@»@m&b@h&%&@% 9_1;
o subdivision of this state or-a unit of ‘the United States armed forces or thenational guard it
all contestants are members of that unit. of. the armed forces or ‘the: national guard.
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3. An amateur athletic program that is authorized by and Sane‘t}{}md undm" thﬂ rules,
regulations and p(}h@les of a national governing body that is recognized by t:%ze Umtﬂd States
olvmmc committee in-which:all fontebta,ntw, are amateur:contesgtants. .

o ‘;z(z'ckb%mg events that are sanctioned by and conducted under the fiw% supervision of
the United States ;muay thas association or- anotner muay thai sanctioning body that is
appmv&a bv the commission if all contestants are aima teur-contestants,
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5. Any bona fide pmwbv school whose primary. purpose is instruction and training in the
martial arts, ; provided-that ift :

(&) The contests held in conjunction m’@h sueh the instruction and training arve amateur,

(b) The contests are of a sparring nature withmo official decisions awarded. ;

(c) At least one contestant in each contest has been a member in good standing of the
sponsoring private school for at least sixty contintous days before The contest:

(d) and-provided that An adml%lon fe@ or a mandator V doaatlou ‘or other ferm of payment
is not charged for ahendan : - :

6. Any bona fide private bchool Wh{) pmmamf purpose ig-instr i}LQL}OYl in-karate, provided
that if the contests held in conjunction with such the instruction are.amateur.

B. An amateur mixed martial arts f’ompet] tor shall not-be licensed as o professional mmed
martial arts competitor until the person has. completed five or more verified amateur contests
-that are J"egula‘iueg by the commission or by a sanctioning body that is “approved. by the
commisglon The five-contest. requirement mwcmbed b*y ‘ hl@ subbectlon may be Walved by
the commission or by the executive divector.

See. 8. Sentzon 5-224, Arz;ona Eevxs@d Btamteg i amendcd %o ze ﬁ el

5=—~224§ Bzmsmn of h@xmg and’ Kﬂmeﬁ maﬁm& arts r@@ui&émﬁ p@W@W am& @qu

A A dmsmn of b@mnc‘ and- mlxed ‘martial arts mgu}at]on is es stablished. in the. Ammm
department of racing to pm*nde staff support for the Arizona state boxing and mixed martial
arts commission,  Subject to title 41, »chapter "artlcle 4, the director of the d@partmen shall

-appoint an cxecutwe director to perform the duhes p} esembed in this.article. The resources

for the Arizona s state box xing and mixed. martial arts eommission shall, come from monies
apbmg‘mated to the ‘department, of racmg from the racing regulation fund egta%h&,heé by
‘section 5-118 Qi or from-other g omee% preseribed in section 5-225, subsection 1. W

"B.  The commission shall’ obtain from & ph;ymmah licensed to practice in this state x?jales
and standards for the’ physical examination of boxers and referess, A schedule of fees to be

‘paid physmlans by Lhe pmm@tez”or mai ehm(akﬂr 1:01“ tha ﬂyammamcn shgﬂi b@ set by the
commiission, 5

€. The commission may adopz, aﬁd issue :mies pursvant to tzt e 41 ehapt@?{ 6 Lo earr; ro_at
the purposes of this ehant& ‘

D The commission shall hold o regulai ‘mesting meeﬁmgg at least quaz*terly and: in
addition may hold " Spemal meetings: Except as provided in section b 228, subsection B, ‘all
‘meetings of the commission:shall be open:to the public zmd T easﬂndble mmce of the m@@hagb
shall be: gwen pummnﬁ to: tltle ub ehapter 3, ortwle ei 1 L

1;1“ The commmsmn sluh

Make andz mdm*am 5 z‘ecaz‘d of the cmi:% iu tha dmsmnﬁ mcmdmg Lhe h%ame aemafi
renewai u“}oen%mn or. 1"evoca‘t10n of hfen%es e

B Keep records of the commlssmn open to pubue !nsppbmon at, ml} reasoma@le times
3. Assist the dwecmr in the developmem 0}5 mle to be Impipmentad pnr suant to s;e»@tion
9104, subsection T. . b ‘ ; \ .

4o Conform to: ﬁhe rviea mop“ted pumuam t0 @ecuom a~—1(}-, k«ubsacmon ’F

I, 'The rcommission may “enter into lintergovernmental- agreements vmh Mdzan mbe
mbal councils or-tribal organizations ‘to- prevﬁs forthe regulation- of boxing and mmea
amartial arts contests on Indian reservations.. HNot hmp in th}m Lnap?w snaH he som’mﬂ@@ 50
diminish the autnomty of the department of g gaming i

Sec. 4. Section 5-225, Arizona :Rewsedﬁmmms,'l ampndpa to }ead

§ 5-225. - Regulation of boxing contests, tough man mmem‘:g m&, mixed martial arts

A. Al boxing contests are sub Jeot the pmw%mm of this chapter and to rules adopted
‘QLNShaﬂt 0 thiS {éhé"},ﬁe? i (r ‘sﬂy contestant in o} r\*mmg conboch. iwaﬂ SIeo 1r§d }T Iy izx*rr o Lh’f{)
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L. Direct a deputy person authorized by the commission or by the executive director to be
present.

2. Direct the deputy person authorized to make—a—written report results, including
suspensions, to a national registry.

B. All tough man contests, including amateur tough man contests, are subject to the
provisions of this chapter. Every contestant in a tough man contest shall wear padded-gloves
that-weigh-atJeast twelve guneces headgear approved by the commission.

C. Mixed martial arts, including amateur mixed martial arts, is are subject to the
provisions of this chapter and to rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, including ruleg
adopted for boxing that are not inconsistent with specific mixed martial arts contest
provisions and rules. Contestants in mixed martial arts shall not strike other contestants in
the spinal column or in the back of the head. The commission shall use rules for mixed
martial arts that are consistent with the mixed martial arts unified rules adopted by the new
Jersey state athletic control board under New J ersey administrative code title 13, chapter 46,
subchapter 24a, except that a cage may have one entry door and have a vinyl or rubberized
floor covering if approved by a representative of the commission. Nothing in this subsection
prevents a promoter of a mixed martial arts event in this state from adopting more restrictive
rules for that particular event than would otherwise be allowed. In addition to the applicable
provisions of the mixed martial arts unified rules adopted by the New Jersey state athletic
control board under new Jersey administrative code titie 13, chapter 46, subchapter 24z,
amateur mixed martial arts bouts shall consist of three rounds of three minutes per round
and the amateur contestants shall not strike with elbows to the head of a grounded opponent,
use twisting leg submissions, use linear kicks fo the knee joint or use foot stomps. Amateur

mixed martial arts bouts shall be clearly designated as such in all promotional materials and
at the event, ’

D. The commission may establish a uniform non-refundable fee for mixed martial arts and
boxing events in an amount determined by the commission that shall be paid to the
commission by a promoter when submitting an event application. In determining the amount
of the fee, the executive director may consider factors including whether the event is
televised, whether the event will be transmitted on pay-per-view, the amount of time likely to
be expended in processing the event application and the complexity of the application. The
commigsion may establish a non-refundable fee that shall be paid to the commission by a
promoter if the promoter submits g request to change a previously approved event date.
Monies that are derived from the fees charged pursuant to this subsection and monies derived
from intergovernmental tribal agreements shall be available to the commission for the
administration and regulation of mixed martial arts and boxing, and those monies are exempt
from the provisions of section 35-190 relating to lapsing of appropriations. The commission
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E. Weigh-ins for all contests shall not be more than twenty-four hours before the
scheduled time of the event or less than three hours before the scheduled time of the event.

A representative of the commission shall attend and supervise all weigh-ins. The weigh-in
period shall be one hour.

Sec. 5. Section 5-227, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

§ 5-227. Jurisdiction of commission
A, The commission shall:

1. Except for the financial and accounting functions delegated to the director pursuant to
section 5-104, have sole direction, management, control and jurisdiction over all boxing and ‘
mixed martial arts contests held within this state unless exempt from the application of this
chapter by section 5-222.

Z. Have sole control, authority and jurisdiction over all licenses required by this chapter.
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» The “eommission - shall -grant a lcense . to. an applcant <if in the judgment of the
commission the financial responsi hility, experience, character and general fitness of the
applicant are sucb that his Daztwmatmn is eonsmﬁm with the pubhc interest, convenience or

necessity and the best interests of boxing and in conformity with the purposes of this chapter.

The commission may Jei@gatp the commi%smn 8 huﬂnsmg authouby to the COI’I’H”.&HSBLOWS
e:z:ecaﬁve dn’*ed:m ‘ ' : '

- Sec. 6. @ecmcm 5%?28, Anzom Remsed Statuteu; s amended to read;
5-228. Pevs@ns r@@gmfe@ w wom re ‘Ei@@;meg;fi e;mu"@zmms, Emﬂkgﬁ“amnﬁ mim* ﬁa’imﬂ?
19539 ‘bond T e t i ,

A Al r@fer@e% gudgos maiehmaknm pmmmel 5, tramev&, ring fmnoaneem timekeepem
rmgsm.ephj:ﬁmans, inspectors, mixed mamaE arts contestants, boxers, boxers’. managers and
boxers’ seconds are required to be licensed by the. COMHHBSIOH The commission shall not

permit any of these persons to part tieipate -in- the holding of (my 3@@;{%}%& comem un}ess me'

‘person has first ‘procured a license. |

B Befé}re paz‘tzezpatmg in the hoidmg of any: bomm or mne% maz"tml ar tg centpst, a
corpomumn its officers and directors and. any person holmng twenty-five per cent or more of
‘the -ownership of 'the  corporation shall obtain a license from ‘the COIZQHEISMOH “"Sueh a
corparamon mwst be autnorwed to do'business under the Taws: of this state, i

e The commission shall z‘eqmre }felferees }udgeg, matchmakez i 33?01119&@1@ snd 39@%@?—9

anaﬁers to furnish’ fingerprints and backgl ound information pursuant to section 41~ 1750,
Subﬁeetmn G ‘before licensure. The eommission shall- Lhargc ‘-’[fee for fmgemrmts aﬂd
backgwound mformmon in an amount dee,ermmnd by the commigsion. The, ommission may
‘require referees, judges, matehmakers, ‘promoters ‘and bogers managers to furnish finger-
prints and baclfgfound mfo:rmatmn pursuant to section 41= 1750, subsection G before license
renewsal if the commigsion  determines ‘the. fingerprints: and b&ckgr‘omzd information are
necessary.  The fee may include o reasozmblﬂ shdrgﬁ for expenses incurred by the cominig-
gion or the: depaztmem of public safety.  For such purpose. the: commission and’ the
department of public safety: may enterintoan mtergavemmen tal agreement pursuant totitle
11 chapter 7, article 8. ~The fee gh aﬂ be: eredited pursuant to sections’ 3a~«148 and 41-1750.

D, Before me commxssmn 1 sue o hcez se to 2 pmmotm" ma,tcnmakef 0: cgrporatmn the
apphcam shall: S o : : .

1. Provide: the comm:{ssmu Wﬁ,ﬂ a eepy of any Aor eement bem reert a,mf cent SLa’ft amd ‘ihe
apphcant which - that- binds the ap%ahca,m to pav fhe contcsmnt 4. fertam i D{Gd fee or
percentage of the pate recalpt : ; S

2.7 Show on the: apphcatlon uhe owner oriowners of: the apphc‘ant en’mtv and th@ per ccnt
mtez est if they hold tvwenty~th> per cent or more interest in the:applicant:

“Provide the eommmmon ‘with'a' copy of the latest fman cigl statement, or the pz}my -
4 Prsmdo the eommxssmn With (,opy of the i m%urzmcﬁ conf"“aet ”eqmred by this chap’cer

E Befomn the commigsion issues a license to 4 promoter, the 4plahccmt shall: depogit with
the department a cash bond or surety bond in an amount set by the commission.: The bond
shall'be executed infavor of this state and. shall be c&andlmoned ot the faithful performancc by

the promoter of the promoter’s obhpatzom pmrm&n’a bO m Ch:ap?ﬁf‘ aﬂd the: ruf%e adopted
pursuant to this chaptpr -

P. Before the ﬁommzssmn issues @ heeﬂ setoa bexez 018 ml}ked mar tﬁal arts conteb’rant
the applicant shall submit to the commission the results of a current medical examnation
performed by a physician licensed pursuant to title 82, chapter 13 or 17 on forms furnished or
applmovefd'by the comimission. - ‘The-mediegloxs mination must ineluda-nn niﬂn%+hrﬂwuﬂnm agl

exomination. In addition to the medical examination, the following - nformation must be
submitted:

1. The regults-ofan oph thalm@!og*cal ﬁxammatmn that is recor du; on f orms: fm*mcsh@d or
approved by the commission.

2. Negative test results for the human mnnunodeﬁcmwv virus, the hepatitis B a‘wfa@e
antigen and the hepatitis:C antibody. :

706 u
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3. For persons over the age of thirty-six years, the results of a stress test that ig
administered by a physician licensed pursuant to title 32, chapter 13 or 17 accompanied by a
clearance letter and the results of an electrocardiogram that demonstrates normal cardiovas-

cular function. These results shall be completed within twenty-four months before the person
submits the license application.

4. For persons over forty years of age, if recommended by an examining physician, the
results of a brain magnetic resonance imaging scan.

5. For female contestants, a ‘pregnancy test that demonstrates a negative result. A
pregnancy test that demonstrates a negative result shall also be submitted to the commission
by a female contestant before each weigh-in.

6. Any other examination or testing ordered by the commission.

G.  Unless otherwise prescribed in subsection F' of this section, the medical examinations
and tests prescribed in subsection I of this section must be completed after December 15 of
the year before the year that the license is issued or before December 15 of the same year
that the license is issued. AIl medical examinations and tests, license applications, national
identification card applications, photographs and any other required documents must be
completed and received by the commission staff no later than 4:30 p.m. On the day that
begins forty-eight hours before the scheduled event. An exception to the forty-eight hour -
requirement prescribed in this subsection may be granted by the executive director if g
person is a late substitute or is traveling from outside this state and demonstrates good cause
for not meeting the forty-eight hour requirement.

Sec. 7. Section 5-232, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

§ 5-232. Age of participants

A person who is under the-age-of eighteen years of age shall not participate in any boxing
or mixed martial arts contest.

Sec. 8. Section 5-233, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

§ 5-233. Contestants and referees; physical examination; attendance of physician;
payment of fees; insurance

A, All boxers, mixed martial arts contestants and referees shall be examined by a
physician licensed by this state pursuant to title 32, chapter 13 or 17 before entering the ring,
and the examining physician shall immediately file with the commission a written report of
the examination. The physician’s report of the examination shall include specific mention as
to the condition of the boxer’s or mixed martial arts contestant’s heart and general physical
condition. The physician’s report may include specific mention as to the condition of the
boxer’s or mixed martial arts contestant’s nerves and brain as required by the commission.
The cost of the examination is payable by the person conducting the contest or exhibition.
All boxers and mixed martial arts contestants shall receive a post-bout physical examination
from a physician licensed pursuant to title 32, chapter 13 or 17 and may be suspended from

participation in additional contests for a period of time based on the evaluation by the
examining physician.

B. Every person holding or sponsoring any boxing contest shall have in attendance at
every bexing contest regulated by the commission at least a one physician who is licensed by
this-state pursuant to title 32, chapter 13 or 17 and who is assigned by the commission or the
executive director. The commission may establish a schedule of fees to be paid to each
physician by the person or by the promoter.

C. The commission shall:

1. Require insurance coverage for a boxer to provide for medical, surgical and hospital
care for injuries sustained in the ring in an amount of twenty thousand dollars with twenty-
five dollars deductible and payable to the boxer as beneficiary. !

2. Require life insurance for a boxer in the amount of fifty thousand dollars payable in
case of accidental death resulting from injuries sustained in the ring.

PPN
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D.  The costof-the ingurance required by ‘this seetion and-
‘exceeds twenty-five dollars is payable hythe promoter.

. Bee9, - Section 52236, Arizons Revised Statutes; is amended to read:

any deductible amount that

§ 5-286. Violation; classification

A person is guilty of o class 2 misdeme
denial or suspension if the person:

anor whe and may be subjeet to license revoeation,

L. “Conduets, holds, sponsors, sanctions or gives boxing or other contests that are subject
to_regulation by the commission or

‘participates in-any besing contest: that is subjeet to
regulation by the eommission without first having procured.an appropriate ficense or approeval
ag prescribed in this article, ceTHE L T e L i LA

2. Violates.any provision of this chapter-or
sehapter, oo 0 e T R

Aany rule-or regulation adopted pursuant to this
~"Bec.'10. . Exemption from rulemaking B
. For the purposes of Amplementing uniform nonrefundable fees fo v art
iboxing;‘fevents,jﬁ.th'e_ Arizona, state boxingand mixed martial -arts commigsion is exempt from
‘the rulemaking requirements. of title 41, chapter 6, Arizona ‘Revised Statutes, for .one year

-after the effective date of this act. S T L b .
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